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Program Objectives: gl ) ilaa

Program objectives should be stated clearly, and
should be measurable and achievable through all
courses as the following:

1. Educational objectives

2. Scientific research objectives

3. Serving society objectives
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Objectives

1- Educational objectives:

e Consolidate the comparative advantage of King Abdulaziz University in the field of Urban and
Regional Planning-URP, by including it on the list of Saudi universities that offer MSc degree in this
specialization. (indicator: Rate of increase in the number of students enrolled in the program as
compared to similar national programs)

e Achieve the competitive advantage of King Abdulaziz University with its counterparts from national
and regional universities, by improving the M.Sc. program in URP in the specializations: Land-use
Planning and Community Development Planning (indicator: Number of MSc graduates in the two
specializations from King Abdulaziz University compared to similar programs at national and regional
levels).

e Realize the academic excellence to the level that establishes partnerships and collaboration between the
program and other MSc. programs in prestigious foreign universities (indicator: Number of
international academic collaboration protocols to be achieved by the program, only the active one).

e Provide a MSc. program for those who have not been able to obtain M.Sc. Scholarships from outside
the Kingdom, and build partnerships with urban and regional planning departments at the national and
international levels.

2- Scientific research objectives:

e Produce researches on planning and development issues that are mentioned in Saudi Arabia's strategic
plans and five-year plans, and to propose for them effective policies to promote the kingdom's
development process (indicator: Number of researches that have already contributed to solve planning
and development issues.)

e Publish researches on the development of Urban and Regional Planning sciences at the national,
regional, and international levels (indicator: Number of researches from the M.Sc. Theses that are
published in the prestigious local/international scientific journals (I1S1).
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3- Serving society objectives:

Enable the Saudi planners in Makkah administrative area to obtain MSc. degree in URP from King
Abdulaziz University, which aims to provide an educational service in line with the international
standards (Indicator: The ratio of the number of Saudi students enrolled to obtain a master's degree
through the program to the number of envoys for the same degree from outside the kingdom).
Develop knowledgeable planners in various specializations/disciplines of URP, who would be able to
plan under pressure and propose effective policies for the urgent community problems. (Indicator: the
number of M.Sc. graduates from the department of URP at FED who have occupied leadership
positions in private and public state institutions or international bodies operating in KSA).

Achieve the relative balance in the structure of organic solidarity regarding the role of planners in
society via that the number of Saudi holders of M.Sc. in URP in Makkah administrative area should
reach one Saudi planner per 40,000 people, in order to effectively contribute to the development of the
community.

4- Skills objectives:

Strengthen the ability of students to read, understand, store and retrieve scientific information
(indicator: Number of active students in scientific forums and conferences).

Strengthen the ability of students to obtain planning information and test their validity and value
(indicator: Number of researches published in planning statistics and planning-metry).

Strengthen the ability of students to analyze planning problems and differentiate between false and true
problems and propose effective/efficient policies and actions. (Indicator: Number of students
participating in real planning projects that are successfully implemented).
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(28-a) Achieving Program Objectives Through Courses.

e Please Check (V) the related Courses with Program Objectives.

Objectives mentioned in item numbers (3) previously

Course Code

Program Objectives

10

URP 600
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URP 602
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URP 606
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(28-b) Achieving Program Objectives Through Courses.
Please Check (V) the related Courses with Program Objectives.

Objectives mentioned in item numbers (3) previously

Program Objectives

Course Code
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 600 Planning-Theory & Process 3

Objectives: Enables the students to understand, formulate, and evaluate the philosophies of urban
and regional planning with emphasis on planning theories and process to develop cities and regions
in sustainable, effective, efficient, and equitable ways.

Topics: Topics include discussion, review, and evaluation of planning theories, thoughts, and
trends; in addition to the steps of strategic, integrated, and comprehensive planning processes, with
respecting the related socio-economic, administrative, environmental, and physical milieus.
Principle focus is on their relevance to the development of cities and regions in Saudi Arabia.
Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.

Course Description
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 694 Scientific Research Methods 3

Course Description

Objectives: Discusses both orthodox and new scientific methods and theories to do researches in
the realm of urban and regional planning.

Topics: Core theme is on how to formulate the objectives of a planning research, its used method,
and its implementation process, as well as how to ensure the feasibility of implementing the research
project within the limits of time and budget. Topic includes sampling, data collection/analysis,
modeling, and proposing alternative solutions. International and local practices of best research
examples will be discussed to show the applications of quantitative and qualitative analyses, using
the automated research assessment techniques.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 602 Urban Land Economics 3

Course Description

Objectives: Reviews and discusses the economic theorems on the use of land to consolidate the
main and secondary economic functions of a city or a region, and the related urban/rural markets,
e.g., housing, social services, tourism, industrial, agricultural, etc.

Topics: Principal focus is on the use of land as a resource to maximize the urban
productivity/performance, increase city revenues, reduce economic loss, create job opportunities,
and providing the population with adequate affordable houses and services based on equitable
geographic distribution. Discussions will also include showing the various techniques regarding how
to evaluate the current land uses of the city, how to conserve lands for unforeseen future uses, and
how to reduce the commuting costs and control the land prices.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 605 Workshop in Planning Techniques 4

Course Description

Objectives: Trains the students on how to formulate a set of development policies to solve real
planning problems; using the analytic techniques in urban and regional planning, multi-criteria
analysis, and graphic presentations.

Topics: Planning themes include, e.g., city management, land-use planning, regional planning,
community development, road and transport management, municipal services and infrastructure
planning, multi-sectors investment planning, and environmental management.

Assessment Method: Planning project (group work) 60%, oral presentations 30%, and report 10%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 603 Planning Laws 3

Course Description

Objectives: Highlights and discusses the methods of formulation and evaluation of legislative
policies, and the related bylaws in the realm of urban and regional planning in order to develop
cities and regions in a sustainable way.

Topics: Topics include comparative analysis between urban and regional planning laws and
regulations in developed and underdeveloped countries. Principle focus is on the legislations related
to urban and regional planning in Saudi Arabia.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 628 Geospatial Technology in Planning 3

Course Description

Objectives: Develops and improves the GIS knowledge of students through the uses of advanced
GIS functions and tools.

Topics: Topics include using three ArcGIS modules called Spatial Analyst, Network Analyst, and
3D Analyst of ESRI, INC. Student will be trained first on how to capture and integrate data in
ArcGIS as well as how to analyze data using ArcGIS modules.

Assessment Method: GIS project 60%, oral presentations 30%, and report 10%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite
URP 606 Real Estate Development and Market Analysis 3
.§ Objectives: Discusses the real estate development processes and techniques, as well as how to analyze
2 | the demand and supply sides of the real estate market.
§ Topics: Topics include, e.g., business/construction cycles, decision making process, regional and
A | urban growth trends, land development, commercial, industrial and residential location theories,
@ | demographic analysis, projection techniques, and feasibility studies.
S | Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
o
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 607 Urban Transportation Modeling 3

Course Description

Objectives: Enables the students to build computer models on the interactions between
transportation and land use systems.

Topics: Topics include historical perspective on transportation; characteristics of travel demand and
its estimation; evaluation of system performance; location theory; models of transportation and
urban structure; empirical evidence of transportation to land-use impacts; and case study
examinations.

Assessment Method: Transportation project 60%, oral presentations 30%, and report 10%.
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Rehabilitation and Development of Historic

URP 608 Areas

3

Course Description

Objectives: Reviewing the theories of revitalization of urban and architectural heritage, in relation
to the concepts of authenticity and contemporaneity. In addition to discussing the related approaches
of urban conservation, development control, urban design, and urban management for developing
and improving the historic parts of cities and other heritage sites.

Topics: Themes include discussing, e.g., the trends of rehabilitation, conservation, preservation,
rejuvenation, upgrading, and/or renewal of historic sites. Theme also includes the concepts of
renovation, restoration, and reuse of monuments; in addition to the sustainable ways for
consolidating the urban markets: e.g., tourism, housing, and social services; as well as for enhancing
the living conditions of the target community, and reviewing conservation projects in KSA.
Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 609 Space Analysis in Urban Design 3

Course Description

Objectives: Shows and explains the trends in urban design, using the new theories, techniques and
analysis of spatial configurations (e.g. analysis based on: integration, choice, and depth distances).
Topics: Topics include analysis and evaluation of paths-systems and urban-spaces of cities for
guiding the developmental and improvement decisions regarding, e.g., spatial-configurations, street-
network, traffic-management, and pedestrian-paths.

Assessment Method: Design project 60%, oral presentations 30%, and report 10%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 610 Planning of Recreational Areas 3

Course Description

Objectives: Reviews and discusses the theories and approaches of planning and development of
recreational areas as well as sports clubs and tourist resorts.

Topics: Themes include the latest trends and best practices in planning the recreational areas and
the related facilities and services from around the world.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite
URP 696 Special Studies in Planning 3
c
=
.g*— Objectives: Discusses special theories, trends, and/or issues in planning, related to the minor
9 | specializations of the M.Sc. program.
A | Topics: Core theme depends on the availability of the faculty member.
@ | Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%..
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

AR 622 Digital Morphology 3

Objectives: Explores the role of significance of visualization in the design process, and the use of
computer applications as a generative tool for the derivation of form and its transformations.

Topics: Themes include the use of computer applications in representing internal and external
spaces of buildings. Employing the current state-of-the-art software, this course analyzes the use of
visual architecture in concept generating.

Assessment Method: Design project 60%, oral presentations 30%, and report 10%.

Course Description
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 611 Land-use Analysis 3

S | Objectives: Deal with the methods of data management and evaluating the status-quos of land uses,
£ | and the predictive analysis of land-use planning in urban, rural, and regional contexts.
S Topics: Topics include the methods of analyzing the threshold capacity of: land-uses (houses,
& | services, etc.), infrastructure, and roads; based upon and correlated to the forecasts of population and
a economic growth targets and the unforeseen changes; in addition to preparation of the integrated
£ | land-uses and critical areas' planning in sustainable and resilience ways.
§ Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 612 Land-use Control Policies 3

Course Description

Objectives: Shows and discusses the chronological development, institutional setting, rational of
land-use control measures by governmental authorities, and land use policies at various levels, with
an emphasis on the local level.

Topics: Themes include theories and methods on: the impact of zoning regulations, the city-growth
and land management, land banking, land pooling and readjustment, land acquisition, development
of cadastral systems, and diverse mechanisms to control the land-uses.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 613 Management of Urban Development 3

Objectives: Discusses various urban managerial concepts and mechanisms.

Topics: Topics include fiscal and administrative autonomies, decentralization in decision making
process, participatory urban management, top-down and bottom-up managerial discourse, fiscal
functions, public-private partnership, levying taxes and/or impact-fees, vertical and horizontal
cooperation; in addition to steering, controlling, and liberalization mechanisms in the management
of urban development.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.

Course Description
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 614 Workshop in Land-use Planning 4 URP 605

Objectives: Trains the students on applying the evaluation techniques of land-use allocation on the
economic sectors of the city, using quantitative analysis, development policies, and graphic
presentations.

Topics: Theme focuses on how to achieve the effective and efficient land-use distribution in terms
of area and location in the city, while conserving lands for future uses as well as to control the lands
to prevent, e.g., the misuse of land, land freezing, and land banditry.

Assessment Method: Planning project (group work) 60%, oral presentations 30%, and report 10%.

Course Description
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 621 Urban & Community Economic Development 3

Course Description

Objectives: Discusses theories and thought on economic consolidation and social enhancements of
the local community in districts of the poor and low-income families, in order to increase the city's
productivity and family income.

Topics: Topics includes problems of the informal sector, e.g., low skills, labor marginality, and
vulnerability; in addition to the related policies and mechanizes, e.g., empowerment, enablement,
improving skills, and facilitating mortgage finance. Special focus is on the downgraded urban areas
and the informal sector in Saudi cities in comparison to similar cases in other countries.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 622 Local Development Finance 3

Course Description

Objectives: Reviews and discusses the conventional and new approaches to finance the community
development and local government projects.

Topics: Topics include fiscal functions and policies; strategic planning; project management;
market studies; and feasibility analysis. Theme also includes the concepts of fiscal and
administrative autonomy, government grants, subsidies, cross-subsidies, decentralization,
privatization, public private partnerships, self-financing, and cooperative finance.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 623 Regional Development Policies 3

Course Description

Objectives: Discusses the new thoughts on regional development policies and the related strategic
projects and programs of actions.

Topics: Main theme is on the efficient/effective mobilization of human, natural, and physical
resources in the regions, provinces, cities, and villages of the country in sustainable ways. Special
focus is on the strategic development goals, and the main and secondary functions of, and in, the
cities and regions at the national level in Saudi Arabia, and based on knowing the economic
function(s) of similar cities in the nearby countries.

Assessment Method: Term papers 40%, oral presentations 20%, and final exam 40%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite

URP 624 Workshop in Community Development Planning 4 URP 605

Course Description

Objectives: Trains the students on how to effectively propose solutions for real planning problems,
using the qualitative techniques in urban and regional planning (e.g., multi-criteria analysis) and
graphic presentations.

Topics: Planning themes include economic consolidation, social enhancement, and physical
improvement in various physical and non-physical contexts, e.g., urban conservation of historic
areas, rehabilitation of residential areas, revitalization of city center(s), resilience planning of
environmentally prone areas, and/or upgrading of informal areas.

Assessment Method: Planning project (group work) 60%, oral presentations 30%, and report 10%.
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Course Code Course Title Credits Prerequisite
URP 699 M.Sc. Thesis 10 Complete 25 CH

Course Description

Objectives:

Prepare and write a M.Sc. thesis in Urban and Regional Planning, using methods of scientific
research and respecting its rules.

Topics: MSc. thesis in Urban and Regional Planning is an original research work that targets and
intends to study in details, and propose rational and effective solution for one of the real planning
problems in cities, villages and/or regions, or to pinpoint and prove its primary cause, using the
orthodox theories and thoughts as well as the new concepts and theories related to the minor
specialization of the thesis.

Assessment Method: Short articles, seminars, and MSc. Thesis.




